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Colorado Commission on Higher Education 

Standing Committee on Student & Academic Affairs  

October 29, 2015, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

University of Northern Colorado, President’s Room 

 

Attendance: Commissioner John Anderson (Chair of S&AA Standing Committee), 

Commissioner Jeanette Garcia, and Commissioner Vanecia Kerr, Commissioner Monte Moses, 

Commissioner Richard Kaufman, and Carl Einhaus (CDHE) 

Unable to attend: Commissioner Tom McGimpsey, Rhonda Epper (CDHE), Shelley Banker 

(CDHE), and Ian Macgillivray (CDHE) 

 

NOTES 

 

After the welcoming, the following was discussed before beginning the official agenda: 

 Commissioner Anderson graciously offered and wants the SS&AA team reach out to him 
and the rest of the standing committee for areas where the Commissioners can 
contribute to the success of our efforts. Thank you ς we will! 

 Commissioner Moses had questions regarding the CCHE discussion agenda item that 
discusses the updated PWR Definition. He shared his concern that one of the definitions 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άtƻǎǘǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅέΦ /ŀǊƭ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
in the final recommendation that CCHE and the Board of Education will be sent to 
consider for approval. The final version of the updated PWR Definition will be sent to 
both groups in the next few weeks. CCHE and the Board of Education will vote to 
approve of the updated definition at their respective December meetings.  

 

1. Welcome to our newest members, Commissioner Tom McGimpsey & Dick Kaufman! 
 

2. Guided Pathways Statewide Convening update (November 3rd, Auraria Campus) 
Carl reminded the group of the convening, which will include findings from the GPS 
survey sent out to public institutions in Colorado, breakout sessions regarding GPS 
initiatives nationwide, institutional work group time to make plans to bring back to 
campus, and a keynote from Jamie Merisotis, Lumina Foundation President and CEO. 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ aƻǎŜǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ Dt{ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ 
affordable higher education. Commissioner Kerr attended the recent Complete College 
of America Conference in Denver and remarked that she was impressed with what she 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ 
outcomes. Commissioners Moses and Garcia stated that they will be attending a portion 
of the Guided Pathways convening. 
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3. gtPathways Content & Competencies 

 Faculty have been meeting for the last year to revise the state content and 
competencies for gtPathways courses (state gen ed curriculum).  Current 
competencies and content are dated and not written in assessable language.  Hope 
to bring revised versions to CCHE for approval early next year.  Revised versions will 
help ensure transferability of course between institutions, preparation of students 
for subsequent coursework, and will allow institutions to assess student learning, 
which is a requirement of HLC for accreditation. 

 

4. Prior Learning Assessment 

 Academic Council elected Constituent Review Team members.  Ian is currently 
collecting their availability and will schedule a meeting for early to mid-November. 
First order of business is to consider faculty recommendations for cut scores for the 
10 most common AP and IB exams.  The goal is to land at a 3 for the AP tests and 4 
for the IB tests to award general education credit.  After CRT meets to discuss these, 
they may recommend them for approval by CCHE at the December 3 meeting. 

 Next step is to consider the same for CLEP and DSST exams.  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ 
into Phase 2 to consider cut scores on these exams as they apply to credit in the 
major. 
 

The standing committee all agreed of the importance of the PLA work and were happy 
to hear about the progress of the initiative. Commissioner Moses commented that PLA 
is another contributor to affordability. He also suggested that we consider how we can 
bring PLA into the tuition limits discussion. Commissioner Garcia shared that she will be 
attending the PLA Constituent Review Team meeting on November 9th.  

 

5. P-Tech legislation: update 
Carl shared that two P-TECH applications for schools have been submitted. The review 
committee will discuss the applications soon and make a recommendation for the 
Commissioner of Education and the Lt. Governor to approve these new schools for the 
fall 2016 academic year. Carl also provided a summary sheet of P-TECH (which can be 
found at this site: http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/p-tech).  

 

6. Admissions tool: https://www.coadmissionstool.org/ 

Carl shared that the web based admission tool is now live at the above link. Institution 
information is still coming in, so the tool is not yet complete, but is mostly functional. 
Carl also shared that the department is hiring a student from the Denver School of Arts 
High School to produce two short videos which will explain the admission process for 
freshmen and transfer students ς these videos will be on the front page of thŜ ǘƻƻƭΩǎ 
website. Commissioner Garcia shared that she has been on the tool already and likes it. 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/p-tech
https://www.coadmissionstool.org/
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She also shared that she had trouble finding the ability to compare institutions by 
tuition. Carl will investigate a way to make this function easier to find.  
 
The meeting was adjourned for lunch and CCHE Meeting prep. 

 


